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Dear GPA-NoVA Members and
Friends -

I can't believe that the dog days of
summer are long gone and we are
heading into the final months of 2008.
Where did the year go? | hope
everyone was able to relax a little this
past summer and take advantage of
the warm weather. It was very good to
see so many of you at our annual
picnic. |trust everyone had a good
time on what turned out to be a
beautiful day. Thank you so much for
coming out with your hounds!

This has been a hard year for many
people, given an economy that has
certainly seen better days! So many
are struggling, which has also taken its
toll on non-profits. This is the first year
I know of that GPA-National has
decided to cancel the annual meeting.
This decision was not easily made, but
was necessary, knowing the effort and
expense involved in hosting such a
meeting. GPA-NoVA is also seeing the
effects...adoptions are down,
donations are down, and participation
in events has decreased. In spite of
this, GPA-NoVA is fortunate to have
the network of volunteers that we do
and rely on so much to continue to
place these wonderful hounds into
loving and forever homes.

GPA-NoVA has had a pretty busy year.
Some of our major accomplishments
were:
Hosting Dr. Couto as a guest
speaker at our annual meeting.
Board elections bringing on new

board members Chris Cutler
and Rebecca Katzer.

Event attendance in 2008:
Reston Pet Fiesta, Falls
Church Festival, Super Pet
Expo, Capital Pride,
Greyhound Planet Day, and
the Canine Jamboree.

Our annual picnic — always a
fun event.

Meet and greets in Alexandria,
Springfield, Fairfax, and Falls
Church.

Some things to look forward to:

- A GPA-NoVA meet and greet
in Leesburg’s wine country.
Gift wrapping for the holidays —
bring your hound and wrap for
donations.

New GPA-NoVA brochure
Decorating our new tabletop
presentation board that will be
used at events to show off our
wonderful dogs — we’ll be
asking for more photos of your
hounds (this time hard copy).
A GPA-NoVA-sponsored visit
to the GPA-Wheeling kennel
around April of 2009. Stay
tuned for more information.

Some GPA-NoVA behind-the-
scenes work, thanks to your
generous support:

- Every month we purchase food
for the GPA-Wheeling
kenneled greyhounds. At any
given time there around 35
greyhounds in the kennel
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waiting for forever homes and GPA-
Wheeling places fantastic greyhounds
with GPA-NoVA adopters. Check out
one family’s account of their visit to the
GPA-Wheeling kennel in 2008. It's
posted on the website — www.gpa-
nova.org.

GPA-NoVA is assisting GPA-Wheeling
with web site updates to ensure photos
of those beautiful greyhounds are
posted and updated as soon as
possible.

This year GPA-NoVA has fostered/
placed greyhounds that we did not
originally adopt out. As you know, our
door is always open and no greyhound
will be denied a home or necessary
veterinary care.

We have also fostered a number of our

own greyhounds this year. Cost of food
and any necessary medications and vet
care are always covered by GPA-NoVA.
GPA-NoVA has created a foster manual

to assist our foster families.

Give those hounds a hug and please keep
sending us your ideas. Check our events
calendar - | hope to see you out and about!

For the Hounds! Angela, Ariel, and Haley
NN

\Y

We currently have two wonderful dogs
in foster care who are looking for their
“Forever Homes.” Please allow us to
introduce you to them!

Meet Jenny:

We received a plea from a family that
recently had a child. Jenny, their nine-
year old grey, did not adjust to this
major lifestyle change very well. Her
owners felt that it was not fair to Jenny
that they were not able to devote as
much time to her and wanted her to be
in a home where she would be treated
as the queen that she is.

Jenny will be 10 years old in November.

She's in good health and is a happy
dog. She is fine with older kids. Sheis
on thyroid medication and Proin to
control her incontinence (she's been on
this for a couple of years).

Jenny has just had a dental and her
shots were updated.
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Meet Greyboy:

Greyboy is a three-year old, gorgeous
male. He was not a racer; he was bred
in Georgia and given to some friends in
the Middleburg area. He appeared one
day in the yard of one of our members
without a collar or tags. Because of a
scheduled trip, our member sent him off
to the Loudoun County shelter. The
shelter would not release him for
adoption for ten days. Our plan was to
keep in touch with the shelter and after
ten days, if the owner had not claimed
him, GPA-NoVA would go get him.

Unbelievably, he showed up at the
same member's house again the very
next day! This time he did have a collar
and tags and his owner was called.
When she arrived to pick him up she
said she no longer wanted him because
he kept running away! She knew
nothing about greyhounds and was not
aware that a greyhound can never be
left off lead. We very quickly found a
greyt foster home. He has been
neutered and has had a dental and is
ready for his Forever Home.

If you are interested in opening your
heart and home to either of these
GREYT dogs, please let us know!
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Hajny Tals

Tales that end happily!

Jessie’s history is a mystery. She never
raced and has no tattoos. She was
found wandering the streets of
Wheeling, WV by our former kennel
manager, Lou Batdorf. Lou was able to
catch her only because she was
starving and didn’t have the energy to
run away. Lou, of course, took her in
and saw that she was properly vetted.

Jessie was in several foster homes but
was returned. Due to her starving
condition, she had food issues and still
does. It also became apparent that she
needed to be in a home where she was
an only dog.

Lou sent Jessie to GPA-NoVA and she
was fostered by a board member with a
lot of experience.

At the time, Dorena Bertussi had applied
to adopt a greyhound from us. She
underwent the process that all
applicants participate in and was
approved for adoption.

Back then, GPA-NoOVA was just really
getting started as a chapter and we
were preparing for our first annual
meeting. We were allowed to bring one
greyhound to the hotel hosting our
meeting and Dorena lived nearby.
Hmmm...a plan went into action.
Dorena was called and the situation
explained. She previously had a dog
who had been abused, so was familiar
with a special needs dog. She was
excited to hear about Jessie (who was
at the time known as Mini). The
decision was made that Mini would be
our “demo dog” at the meeting. A
couple of us left early and stopped by
Dorena’s apartment so she could meet
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Mini. We didn’t want to put any
pressure on Dorena, but as luck would
have it, she fell in love with Mini! We
wanted to give Dorena some time to
think this decision through. Dorena
made the decision to adopt and has
never looked back!

The evening of Jessie’s adoption,
Dorena was in the kitchen cooking a
steak. She suddenly realized that
Jessie was nowhere in sight. A search
found her cowering and shaking in the
bedroom closet. Apparently someone
had tortured Jessie with food. Dorena
coaxed her out and sat on the floor with
her as they shared the steak.

Jessie has not been without her medical
issues. As aresult of eating dirt when
she was loose and starving, Jessie
developed clostridium, which causes
severe bloody diarrhea and vomiting.
She has been on medication for this for
several years. She also had a heart
problem but was treated for it and
currently has no issues. Her thyroid
level was so low that she developed
ulcers in her eyes and lost partial sight.

Some of you may remember a story in
GreytNews a while back that Dorena
wrote about Jessie causing a car
accident while they were out walking.
Someone saw them, took their eyes off
the road to ask what kind of dog she
was and promptly crashed in the vehicle
ahead! Thankfully it was nothing
serious, but talk about someone being
so good looking that they can stop
traffic!

Dorena and Jessie are the best of
friends. Dorena provides her with a
loving, single-dog home where she feels
safe and has been totally committed to
making Jessie comfortable and happy.
In return, she has been rewarded in
seeing Jessie really blossom and
reaping all of the love that Jessie has for
her mom.

Dorena and Jessie with some of her
thousands of toys!

HEARTBEATS
Qur Volunteers are the Heartheat of
GPRA-NoVA

Many of you have met Regan and Laura
Mahoney and their three beautiful girls,
Celeste, Darcy and Bonnie. The
Mahoneys regularly volunteer at our
adoption events and several of our
monthly meet and greets — Wylie Waggs
in Fairfax, Olsson’s Book Store in
Alexandria as well as participating at the
Reston Pet Fiesta, Pet Expo and Falls
Church Festival. Regan is a member of
the GPA-NoVa Board of Directors and
our star Treasurer! With his many years
in the non-profit sector, we are lucky
and greytful to have Regan on the side
of our beloved greyhounds!
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After moving to Centreville, Regan and
Laura talked often about getting a dog.
Laura wanted a lap dog and was
interested in getting a Cavalier King
Charles Spaniel. Regan grew up with
small dogs and wanted a larger breed.
Laura’s uncle was the general manager
for a racetrack in Florida and Regan
started to talk with him and educate
himself about retired racers. He was
able to convince Laura to go the
Springfield PetSmart meet and greet.
They spent about an hour with Virginia,
Fiona, David and Griff and totally fell in
love! Easy sell - thanks, you guys!

Regan and Laura first applied to GPA-
NoVA in March, 2006. Their first prize
was Celeste. Before the year was out
they found that our friendly warning —
“greyhounds are like potato chips: you
can't just have one” — was true. They
adopted their second grey, Darcy, in
December of that year. Their third grey,
Bonnie, was a foster and adopted a year
later on Christmas Day, 2007.

The Mahoney household also has three
large indoor cats — which after some
adjustment period (with assistance from
Micky and her crew) - have all learned
to live with the dogs. Puff will be found
napping with the greys and Liam often
seeks out Celeste in order to get his
head cleaned. Unfortunately their
tabby, Monty, does not appreciate it
when Darcy wants to chase him and
play with him.
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At any rate, the cats eventually
adjusted, the greyhounds have alll
settled in and Laura and Regan have as
well. And did | mention that Laura also
has a gorgeous horse named Gracie?
The greyhounds have all met her and
she, like the cats, declined to object to
her new family mates. Laura is very
active in the horse community as an
equestrian and as a volunteer in several
horse groups when she is not
volunteering for GPA-NoVA.

Regan and Laura can often be found
walking in their neighborhood and
community showing off their three
beautiful greys. They are known as the
“greyhound people” in their
neighborhood and many people go out
of their way to pet their greys on their
daily walks (one neighbor even loads his
pockets with treats for them). The
Mahoneys also travel with their greys to
various out of state events for
greyhounds — Greyhounds in
Gettysburg and Grapehounds in NY,
meeting many more families with
greyhounds.

Thanks so much, Regan and Laura, for
all you do for our beloved hounds!!

NEW ADOPTIONS

We welcome the following new adopters to
our GPA-NoVA Family!

The Simon Family and Penny
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The McConnell-Diller Family and Kipper

The White Family and Blue

The McLellan Family and Bama

Farewell, master, yet not farewell;
Where | go, ye, too, shall dwell.

| am gone before your face,

A moment’s time, a little space.
When ye come where | have stepped
Ye will wonder why ye wept.

--Edwin Arnold

Our sincere condolences to those who have
recently lost a beloved companion.

Immer Family — CT Julie, April 2008

Mayne Family — Teddy, June 2008

Mayne Family — Sarge, June 2008

Shear Family — Comet, June 2008
Worthington-Ogram Family — Tracer, August
2008

Gay LaNasa — Governor, September 2008

|
UPCOMING EVENTS

October

4 Springfield PetSmart Meet &
Greet 11:00 AM

10-13 Greyhounds Reach the Beach,
Dewey Beach, DE

13 Wylie Wagg Meet & Greet
Tyson’s Corner 12:00 PM

23 GPA Board Conference Call
7:30 PM

25 Wylie Wagg Meet & Greet,
Fairfax 12:00 PM

November

1 Springfield PetSmart Meet &
Greet 11:00 AM

8 Wylie Wagg Meet & Greet
Tyson’s Corner 12:00 PM

22 Wylie Wagg Meet & Greet
Fairfax 12:00 PM

23 GPA Board Meeting 2:00 PM

28-29-30 - Gift Wrapping at the Tyson'’s
Borders Book Store! Volunteer!
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December

6 Springfield PetSmart Meet &
Greet 11:00 AM

18 GPA Board Meeting Conference
Call 7:30 PM

GPA-NoVA Board of Directors

Angela Kummel — President

Chris Cutler — Vice President

Regan Mahoney — Treasurer

Laura DeFraia-Colee — Secretary
Natalie York — Volunteer Coordinator
Rebecca Katzer — Adoption Coordinator
Kathe Fritz — Store Manager

Newsletter Writer and Editor - Micky
Foreman
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